
Check off each activity as you complete it. 

Name: _______________________________________________

Unit 5: Solving Problems Through Technology 

Daily Take-Home Activity Calendar
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
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Anna Connelly: Inventor 
p. 4

A Woman with Vision
pp. 6–7

A Lucky Accident 
pp. 8–9

A Lucky Accident
pp. 8–9

Week 1 Texts

• Invite your child to read aloud the 
selection. 

• Ask your child to explain the problem 
and how Anna Connelly’s invention 
solved the problem. 

• Take turns reading aloud paragraphs 
from the selection. 

• Point out the compound words 
windshield and blindfold. 

• Practice taking apart the words and 
define each term using its parts. 

• Take turns reading aloud paragraphs from 
the selection. 

• After reading, ask your child to explain 
how the photographs directly support 
the text.

• Some inventions save lives. Others improve 
quality of life. 

• Ask your child why lightweight hook 
and loop fabrics, such as Velcro®, are so 
helpful for people with disabilities.

• The inventors in this week’s readings 
all observed problems that needed 
solutions. 

• Discuss a problem that you would like 
to solve with an invention.
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A Colorful Invention 
p. 12

Famous Inventors
pp. 14–16

Famous Inventors
pp. 17–18

Famous Inventors 
pp. 19–21

The Curious Boy 
p. 22

• Invite your child to read aloud the 
selection. 

• After reading, draw pictures with your 
child of his or her favorite inventions.

• Read aloud the first three pages of 
the selection together, alternating 
paragraphs. 

• Discuss how the invention of the 
lightbulb changed people’s daily lives.

• Invite your child to read aloud the 
selection. 

• Ask your child to explain how Alexander 
Graham Bell’s interest in the human 
voice change the world forever.

• Finish reading the selection together, 
alternating paragraphs. 

• After reading, ask your child to explain 
how the images directly supported their 
understanding of the text.

• Take turns reading aloud paragraphs 
from the selection. 

• Then have a contest to see who can 
list the most words with an oy sound. 
(e.g.: joy, noise)
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A Robot That Cleans  
p. 24

Robots Go to School 
pp. 26–29

Robots Go to School 
pp. 30–33

Robots Go to School 
pp. 26–33

Robots
p. 34

• Invite your child to read aloud the 
selection.

• If you had a robot that lived in your 
home, what chores would you and your 
child like it to do?

• Take turns reading aloud the first four 
pages of the selection. 

• Ask your child to explain the ways 
sending the robot to school helps the 
homebound student.

• Read the rest of the selection aloud with 
your child, alternating paragraphs. 

• Discuss how the photographs help them 
understand the text.

• Discuss the limitations of school robots. 

• Ask your child to explain some ways that 
future robot inventors can improve upon 
the school robots to help students and 
teachers.

• Invite your child to read aloud the 
selection. 

• Work together to brainstorm a list of as 
many words with an ow sound that you 
can think of. (e.g.: count, wow, round, 
snout) 


